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outskirts of Paris, we left in two cars, Harold King and
myself in one, Courtenay Young and Marriott in the
other. Behind the two-seater Ford we had packed two
office typewriters, office files, luggage and a collapsible
canoe which I thought might be useful in enabling us
to choose our own time for leaving France, if the German
advance was not held up. Unfortunately I left an
essential part of it in Paris and it was useless to us ! We
tried to leave due south from Paris by the Porte d'Orleans,
but were stopped by the police, as a new class of young
men had been called up and had been ordered to assemble
there. It seemed unlikely that they were being mobilized
at this eleventh hour to fight on the Loire. The author-
ities probably wished to have them under their control,
as they would be the most likely group of citizens, the
young student class, to try to organize the defence of
Paris. It took us about three hours to cover the first five
miles out of Paris. Sometimes we progressed only about
a hundred yards in the hour ; at other times at the rate
of two or three m.p.h. We were in a serried column
of vehicles, three and sometimes four abreast, covering
every yard of the whole road ; some even tried to drive
along the sides, in and out of the trees. At 6 o'clock in
the morning there was nearly a mile of cars in front of
us, and behind us lay another two miles of cars, whose
numbers were increasing from moment to moment.
A similar exodus had been going on for days from the
capital. First the wealthy and now the shop-keeper and
poorer classes. The majority of die cars had lain idle in
garages for many years and had been salvaged for the